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The International Archaeological Community is following with great concern the events unfolding in
Egypt.

In these past few days, the world has seen the desires of Egyptians to exercise their basic civil rights and has
received news of the destruction and looting of a significant part of Egypt's invaluable and irreplaceable
archaeological history. Any damage to museum collections is an irreversible loss to Egypt's history, which has
long engaged the world, as well as its own citizens, with key sites inscribed on the World Heritage List.
Archaeological sites and artifacts, historic monuments and documents, and artistic expressions, are just a few
examples of Egypt's cultural heritage. The richness of this heritage is integral to the country's economic well-
being, particularly in terms of heritage tourism. In addition, the Egyptian people have distinguished themselves
for deeply caring about their heritage and the engagement of Egyptian scholars to study their rich past and make
their knowledge available to their own people is well recognized in our profession. We urge you, in full
awareness of the existence of other priorities in this political situation, to state that the history of Egypt is a

priority area and that Egypt's cultural heritage must be protected.

Based on experience with other zones of conflict, we are deeply concerned about the potential looting and
subsequent illegal trade of Egypt's antiquities, and the dispersal and destruction of its tangible and intangible
heritage. We urge you to consider, among your concerns in this conflict, strategies to secure this threatened
heritage from potential looters and illegal export, and to assist professionals and scholars to carry out their
stewardship duties. We call on international law enforcement agencies to adopt immediate plans to be vigilant
against the illicit trafficking of cultural goods under existing legislations and to follow the UNESCO
Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of

Cultural Property (1970), the Cultural Property Implementation Act, and the UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen



or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects (1995). We encourage international agencies to be alert over the next

several months for the possible appearance of looted Egyptian antiquities at their borders and to assist in the

recovery of this cultural heritage.

Egypt will require funding for the reconstruction of its heritage and to strengthen its institutional and

professional capacity to ensure effective heritage management. To the extent that you are able, we hope you

will assist in the reconstruction of Egypt's invaluable history and assure that the appropriate committees work

closely with Egyptian scholars and authorities. Finally, we offer the expertise of our organizations in assisting

you in anyway possible to safeguard the richness of Egypt's history.
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