EAA Abstract

Making the most of the information –maximising the value of archaeological results.

Archaeologists acknowledge the importance of recording and archiving the results of their work to the highest standards. However it is clear that in some parts of Europe it is a struggle to find the resources to properly care for archaeological finds and records and perhaps more importantly to provide good access to this material and use it for meaningful research. 

However things are beginning to change and with the advent of the digital age many institutions are finding new and innovative ways of getting the results of archaeology out to the world. This ranges from individual specialist groups websites to the much wider vision of a project like AREA whose aim is to create new possibilities for the promotion and preservation of archives of European archaeology. Along with this development are other exciting changes in the way that the physical remains of archaeology are being made far more accessible to both existing and new audiences, such as the London based archaeological resource centre the LAARC. This new development aims to collect and care for, provide access to and encourage research into, the finds and records of archaeological work in London. Also within England, information about archaeology is about to become an integral part of information about the whole heritage environment through the development of heritage environment records.

We would like to use this round table session to look at examples of how things are changing for the better and to begin to explore how we can link and expand some of these initiatives throughout Europe. It is hope that one outcome of the session will be the formation of a working group to take forward a co-ordinated European approach to archaeological collections and information care, standards, access and research facilitation, including its promotion within a wider heritage environment setting.

