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The Round Table´s main theme was the discussion of the draft proposal for a new Culture 2000 project (call 2004) from Jon Kenny (ADS).

Guus Lange first gave an l overview of the history of the project eRC up till now. 

The developments have gone fast when looking back. Only one year has passed since the eRC-initiative was first presented at the EAA in Thessaloniki in 2002. At the CAA this spring further discussions took place, in which many ARENA-partners and others from outside ARENA were involved. From these a more or less stable constellation of serious participants of and contributors to the eRC-initiative emerged.

Especially the continuous discussions between ADS and ROB have resulted in a firm partnership. The ADS offered to become leading partner in a Culture 2000 bid. This was gladly accepted, as the ADS has much expertise to offer, not only for the content en technological developments, but also for the management of the project and the processes involved with preparing and carrying out an EU-funded project, being the leading partners in ARENA. 

Jon Kenny explained that, he had trouble writing the outline for a proposal, because time and again the Culture 2000 call was postponed. When it finally appeared, the call stressed the role of Cultural Heritage for the citizen. Since the eRC is thought of to be primarily a tool for archaeologists and the wider discipline, this posed an immediate challenge to our original plans. The emphasis that is laid upon the project from outside does not seem to match our immediate purpose.

Most participants (two refrained, not being part of the coalition) were very positive about the possibilities to serve both the scientific and the general public cause. We agreed to continue with preparing a bid for the Culture 2000 call. The final decision for coalition members to join will be made later, when a final proposal is presented by Jon Kenny.

A further decision was made that an eRC-website should be build as soon as possible, in order to enlarge the momentum and to facilitate communication among ourselves and with the outside world. Jon Kenny would investigate the possibilities back at ADS, as would Guus Lange at ROB, where such a web site could be part of his National Reference Collection web site (as yet depending on uncertain external funding).

