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General conclusion

European nature conservation has now reached a stage where it is commonly accepted. It has also reached a level where it not only conserves existing natural areas but also recreates habitats.

In these projects in particular, the cultural dimension of the landscape protected is often not taken into consideration into the policy. Protecting archaeological information on a larger than site scale is not included in the projects although this information very much explains why a landscape is the way it is. 

With the rapid changes taking place in European landscapes, it would be advisable that ecologists and cultural heritage management professionals, especially archaeologists, would develop more joint projects and policies giving at the same time more weight to their cause. And in general, exploring the possibility of common concepts of landscape would help to better introduce the archaeological and palaeoenvironmental dimensions, already much linked, in natural landscape conservation and in it's recreation.

Proposal for the creation of a working party

The discussion at the round table led to the conclusion that this subject was worth pursuing inside the  EAA framework and should lead in the future to a policy statement by the EAA on this issue. To give structure to this initiative, the creation of a working party on the European landscape convention (duration : two years) is asked for. 

In preparation of the 2004 EAA meeting in Lyon, the participants decided to work on the following points :

- analyze the European funded nature conservation and restoration projects to see how far cultural heritage is taken into account. What are the figures !

- asses what projects from cultural heritage on landscape level have been submitted in the spirit of the European landscape convention.

- asses problems between and tools used by ecologists and archaeologists.

- develop criteria on what is an archaeological landscape.

Proposal for a session 

The discussants at the round table propose to organize at the Lyon 2004 EAA meeting a larger session under the title : 

"The European Landscape Convention, Common Policies for Ecologists and Archaeologists ?"

The session would host a large number of formal presentations on the subject , including invited speakers from European and national environment agencies. 

Organization of the session

The session would be organized by the following persons : 

Graham Fairclough, English Heritage, United Kingdom

Michiel Gazenbeek, INRAP, France

Christophe Rivet, Parks Canada, Canada

Brigitte Skar, NIKU, Norway

