EAA Working Party – The European Reference Collection

Formal installation of the EAA Working Party – The European Reference Collection (eRC) by the eRC-initiative group founded at the EAA Round Table in St. Petersburg in 2003 and corroborated at the eRC Conference in Amersfoort, May 2004, and at the EAA ARENA-session in Lyon, September 2004.

The aim of the working party is to promote the quality of archaeological fact gathering and interpretation by offering sustainable access to widely dispersed knowledge sources on material culture.  Knowledge on material culture (in the widest sense) forms the building blocks of archaeological education, theory and policy making.

The means by which to attain this goal is to develop a European knowledge infrastructure. This consists of a distributed, interactive and networked environment where data, information and knowledge sources are available to professional and non-professional users of various disciplines. 

This European knowledge infrastructure will comprise, among others,

· the implementation and propagation of facilities for collaboration and communication; 

· the definition, development, use and propagation of

· technological standards for data-exchange

· lexicological standards for knowledge-exchange

· presentation standards for visual recognition 

· making available references to existing knowledge in websites, literature and excavation reports.

The structure in which developments take place is a multi-facetted programme, under the name of European electronic Reference Collections (eRC). Local specialists and specialist groups are encouraged to share their knowledge for which the facilities are provided by developments initiated by the members of the Working Party. Different aspects of knowledge sources and material groups will be addressed in different projects. Financial support is sought in EU and local funding.

Communication between the members of the working party takes place via Internet and annual meetings at the EAA annual congress and at other relevant events, such as the CAA-annual congress. Round Tables and Regular Sessions will be organised to make other colleagues familiar with the goals and the advancements of the projects. The members ask to be allowed access to facilities to organise pre-EAA-conference Business Meetings, if necessary.

The duration of the Working Party is proposed to be three years (2005/6 – 2008).  In 2008 the President of the EAA will receive a proposal on the continuation of activities of the eRC Working Party.

Members of the eRC-initiative group:

	Names
	Institution
	Place
	Country

	Dr. Julian Richards;

Dr. Jon Kenny;

Dr. William Killbride
	Archaeology Data Service
	York
	England

	Dr. Kathy Perrin
	English Heritage
	London
	England

	Dr. Irina Oberländer- Târnoveanu
	Cimec, Institute for Cultural Memory
	Bucharest
	Romania

	Prof. Andrzej Prinke
	The Archaeological Museum
	Poznan
	Poland

	Dr. Henrik Jarl Hansen
	Ministry of Culture
	Copenhagen
	Denmark



	Dr. Oscar Aldred
	Institute of Archaeology
	Reykjavík
	Iceland

	Mr. Jon Holmen, Mr. Øyvind Eide
	The Museums Project
	Oslo
	Norway

	Prof. Franco Niccolucci
	PIN, University of Florence
	Florence
	Italy

	Prof. Filipe Boado-Criado
	Laboratory of Archaeology and Cultural Forms, University of Santiago de Compostela
	Santiago de Compostella
	Spain

	Dr. Leena.Soyrinki-Harmo
	National Board of Antiquities  
	Helsinki
	Finland

	Dr. Guus Lange
	National Service for Archaeological Heritage
	Amersfoort
	Netherlands


